
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Two Organ Voluntaries Handel   

* HYMN 376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  Hyfrydol  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 22:23-31): 

Leader: Praise the LORD, all you who fear him!  

People: Show him reverence, all you descendants of Israel! 

Leader: Future generations will also serve the Lord. 

People: Our children will hear about the wonders of the Lord. 

Leader: God's righteous acts will be told to those yet unborn.  

People: They will hear about everything God has done. 

INTROIT   Herbert Sumsion 

 With a voice of singing, tell it to the ends of the earth; The Lord has set his people free. 
 Alleluia! 
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Eternal God, it is easy to say that since you love us so much, we also 
ought to love one another, but we confess that it is not always so easy 
to do.  We confess that even in the church, our words and actions are 
not always grounded in love.  Fill our hearts anew with your love and 
turn us away from anything that causes pain for you or our sisters and 
brothers.  May Jesus' commandment of love become the chief desire of 
our hearts, the source of all our thoughts and the inspiration of our 
lives.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

+ Children and Middle School youth leave for Church School Classes.  
High School youth remain for worship.  + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 22:25-31 

* HYMN 306 Fairest Lord Jesus  Crusaders’ Hymn 

SECOND LESSON Acts 8:26-40 

SERMON                      “Big Picture”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible;  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men,  
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate  
by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and  
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the  
Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the  
quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and  
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we  
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to  
come. Amen.  

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY Brazilian Alleluia Manuel 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS  Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                         Weaver 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  For those who 
are gluten-sensitive, the cups on each paten (bread plate) 
contain gluten-free crackers. 

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION Let Us Break Bread Together arr. Powell  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 121  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright    Puer Nobis Nascitur 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Toccata Giocosa Mathias  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
TODAY’S MUSIC 
George Frederic Handel (1685-1759) had little cause to write solo organ music.  
His appointment to the Chapel Royal was for conducting and he played organ concertos 
during the intermissions of his operas. Nevertheless in 1735 the publisher Walsh issued  
a volume of 12 fugues, which he retitles “Voluntaries,” by Handel. Manuscripts indicate 
that they were composed as early as 1717. They remained in print throughout Handel’s 
lifetime and were reprinted repeatedly after his death.  Ralph Manuel (b. 1951)  
has written various sacred choral anthems, vocal solos and duets, and keyboard 
arrangements. He and his wife, Donna, spent 24 years as missionaries of the 



  

 

International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention  in Recife, Brazil. 
He currently serves as Minister of Music at Heritage Baptist Church in Norwood, 
Massachusetts. Mississippi native Robert Powell (b. 1932) studied at Union 
Theological Seminary (at roughly the same time as our late organist Joe Coutret) 
before serving a long tenure at Christ Church, Greenville, SC. His prodigious output 
of sacred music in many genres is guided by the practical goal of being accessible to 
an average parish choir of 25 singers. Welsh composer William Mathias (1934-
1992) was a child piano prodigy. His many choral works in the Anglican tradition 
include “Let the People Praise Thee” written for the wedding of the Prince and 
Princess of Wales and his organ compositions frequently appear on recital programs. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Psalm 22:25-31 (NRSV) 
 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows 
I will pay before those who fear him. 26The poor shall eat and be 
satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. May your hearts 
live forever! 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the LORD; and all the families of the nations shall worship before 
him.28For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the 
nations.29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for 
him.30Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about 
the Lord, 31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying that he has done it. 
 
Acts 8:26-40 (NRSV) 
 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go 
toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the  
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Beneranda Baez, Captain 
  Neslon Baez        Patience Okorie Beverly Rhinehart         Candy Urena  
 
Today’s Communion Servers are: 
 Andres Bello   Diane Christian  Norma Francis 
 Barbara Ryder  Philip Tamis   Chris Tauss 

 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Linda Moats. Linda is a member of  
FPC and serves on the Worship and Music Committee. Retired from the 
broadcast industry, her passion is to help senior citizens. Linda lives in 
Palisades Park with her cat, Dusti. 
   
 
 

him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 
its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice 
was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken 
away from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may 
I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through 
the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 

*     *     *     *     * 




